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a Phileſapher's: Sens: 1 dc bogreate?* 
Number of. Priafis..aud\ Fryars, ſan In nay: 
ſome Biſhaps. and Popes tos, have hee 8 
of Hagiti cas Ear mities. Bui U Ir 6: 
air fe infur Bumm i bene, that the "Glitihian 
Religion 45.0 mere None#ntity ; ur that Mar 
rality bt in ia ou; but not ia eſſe? 
I gout duubt but the: 9 — af eieafant ng, 
were there. any thing int it, would: etraily. 
gond againſt every. Sec pr fore ove raph ho | 
tiety of Men of ell Arts au Screices d,. 
fever. from tbe Creatzon-to this Dag. Bu 
20.19. uſe this Author's: own Words," the 
moſt. conjpicutas, and dt the | ſame" time the. 
gt ei dicules Odſacliom be urges gaigſt the 

Chry and uu, by bis manner di 
uſbering it in, be thinks abjahtely, trrecune 
ei laable a ananſiver able. is, That the Pri- 
mordial Authors or Princes: of the Chymi- 

cal Sect are all a Rabble of Saraaens and 


Malometans; (be pu, have addadiJews). 


whereas all, or almoſt all the Chriſtian Au. 
| thors who have wrote on this gubject give 
for an indiſpenſible Precept, That he wd 
intends to apply himſelf to chis Art muſt 
be a good Chtiſtian, devout, humble, af a 
right Intention, and af a pure Conſcience- 
But uhr is all bis te the Purge ©: — 
Als be coulil prove, thut in rerum natura 400 
ompoſuble there ever 1685; or euer cn. d 
4.4 et wecll-magning,” Kusat, Bang 
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Pagan er Mahometan; and that Morality. 
was never intulcatid, prafiifed,- or % nuch 
as thaught of in an) Part the Wor before $ 
the Chriſtian ra, and bas bern confi Y 
ever fince to the Profi f this Religion = 
. only; and that the CO: ferietly 
5 yes 4 3 Sem of Moral:: 
„ l this; can fee =_— 
in 2 theſe Chriſtian lu. 
3 ſwanced in regard to rb Q,l Þ 
ration, chat are requifite in one who would = 
e an Adept: ſuppoſing ee : 
1 paula have made u fa the ere ; 
FRE bet of as G which me 
INV remember" e Br one oy 
= them. is true, they all recommend Prayer; 
N Humility, Sincerity, "Temperance, Subriery, 
and à Mind diveſed from Ambition and 
worldly) Grandeur; amd "that theſe Quyalifi- 5 
cations may be foumd ſand I am afraid more 
5 to our Shame and Reproach be it.. 
| * as well in India, Perſia, or Turky, | 
as in the moſt refined Court or Country in 
Europe, is what I believe: he will not conteſt © 
Or i be ſhould, "the Experience q, Travellers 
and Teſtimony of' Hiſtori ans of almeſt-all Na- 
Tians will fufficiently ſhow! 5 Mi Wok, and 
| evince the. T ruth tion. But 4 
bomever, it is not 7. 4 bs pad of Soccery © 
5 general, that the World ſbouid think — | 
8 af than: it den; 9 Jo far from 
. endtavaur- 5 
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buadurimg fo confute any thing 22 22 225 
advanced, or perſuade Men of the Reality of 
the Subielt, rat only /ay, Si Mundus vult 
decipi decipiatur. . x Aras Reader) I nuf 
tell you further, my Opinion is, That if you 
have not Penetration enough to. diſcauer im 
Virgil never-dying Verſe, the grand Key 
bat opens the Door tb this ge Trea- 
are of the Phileopher's Stone, you U not find 
it in any Book that ever was, of ever will | 
be wrote while the Workd Hands. As to the 
following Tranſlation, if uny of my Readers 
ſhould find fault with the Style, 400 Jay it 
might haus been 2 they "ſhall readily 
have my Concurrence : for I am not ſo . 
tick, as to be ute and re wird em 7 about 


ſavers, 2 5 they may a which n 7 
= 'beft. 5 EZ 1 erbaps 5 
Ft thoug bt the more literal the Tranflati on could 
be, 2 I kept car of Barbariſms," it 
| would be much the ſafer ; for fear of” Yevia- 
Hong from the genuine Senſe of the Ori gina. 
Or perbaps I was of Opinion, a plain 80% 
bet fuited\ the Nature” of the Subecr. Or 
perhaps after all, I could not 9 55 4 better. 
1 nw, I am not mightily miſtaken, the” 
of N theſe will be * agreeable to the Com- 
x Plexion 


woc 


PREFAOK 


| plexiion and Cunſtitut ian f the. major Part, of 
Readers; therefore. I hope I _ _ * 
Bo Point. to their Satisfattion. In t | 
Place J ſuppoſe it will be aid, Was ther 
ever any thing more .abſurd, than to. lace 
wobat I call a Dedication at Zhe End of the 
. Werk ? This, I muſt confeſs, is literally quite 
out of the way; and my Printer was ſo good- 
natur d as to give, me 4 hint gf it: but he 
was perfectly convinc'd by the Reaſon T gave 
him, That ſhould it haue flood in Front, ue 
been ff read, perhaps the Reader's Curiofity 5 
have — ſatisfy'd; and then what 
would become of the Book itſelf? I. can't 
Tale upon me to determine, whether this Rea- 
en may be.altogether ſo. cogent to my Readers 
.as it was to my Printer; but, as in tbe Caſe 
above, if they diſapprove of it, 4 freely con- 
ent to their ſubſtituting à better in its flead, 
2f- they can think of one; for ¶ declare I can't 
at preſent. Thus with the utmoſt Frankneſs 
And Submiſſion 1 lay open my Defetts, having 
nm Readers to be the Fudges,. and to gas- 
Sentence an 5 Performance. And this I 
may as well do as not ; becauſe if they, buy 


. the. Book, they. will after Peruſal. (ont 1 


till then) have an undoubted Right, ee, 
my Leave, to think of it as-they Pleaſe; and 

Tam not fo vain gt 40. imagine any thing: .. 
can ſay will be able ta. prevent em from. /} 
* . they think . 4 * be it gaud ar 
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Aud now, Reader, I ſhall for a Conclufion 
make bold with the ufual Phraſe of a late 
Jon Divinity Profeſſor, who liu d ſome- 
_ where or another, it's no matter where : Fi- 
nem jam faciam, nam te probe exercui. 
Our Acquaintance together being P but ve- 

ry lender (and were it more ſubſtantial, 1 
mf tell you I abominate Ceremony) I can 
only ſay, if you are one of the very few of. 

m the inimitable Perfius has given us oe | 

Ber hen 


e jus, 4 animo, 1 * | 
* & ineoctum 9 pectus bonn 0 


7 honour and reſec? you, and Aula be þ proud 
to call you Friend. An Appellation 4 am 
not very ready to conform with the Faſhion of 
 beftowing at random. But if you are like 
many others I have met with in my Travels, 

Vox & preterea nihil, I care not how little 
1 bave to do-with yon ; hp . be 
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N. e Deſire af Riches 
that Aus gſacra FHames of the 
Poet, has given Riſe to the pre: 
tended 9 16 of two 
lar Aris; the one is, how to 
moſt precious Metal, ſo much deſired by 
People of all Ranks and Conditions; the 
other is, how/to ſearch after and diſcover 
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That already made by Nature, in its hid- 


den Receſſes in the Bowels of the Earth. 
| T he Aim and End of the firſt; is the Tranſ- 
mutation of all other Metals into Gold; 
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* eſtabliſh'd Optnign of Men of Judg- 


waſte in fruitleſs Experiments the "Gold | 


_— wut m, 2 


they arc never likely to be Maſters of 
Art as \-abſolutely-i impoſſible ; buf, 


With 008 and the other are iniſtaken j-and : 


readily agree to its Poſſibility, in 
to the Philoſophers; and able) deny its 
Exiſtence, againſt the Alchymiſts. And = 
* think we ſhall: be able N 1 
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which, according to the Greek, is called 
 Chry W or the Art of, making Gold. 
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and Uſe e is "ig: the Virga Doo. 


natoria; and by the common People the 


Miner's Rod or Wand. We ſhall confine 
ourſelves in this Diſcourſe to the firſt of 


# >/ * 


The Art of ds g:Gold, 1 g to 


ment and Pr „is an an 
Undertaki OT” Ice 1 apo 10 
agreeable Deluſion, which begins in a 
Dream, and goes on till it oftentimes ends 
in Diſtraction. An amuſing kind of a 


5 reducing to Poverty. thaſs that 


aſpire” to be Rich, by prompting thetn to 


they altcady have, in ſearching after 


In t 
contrary, the Alchymiſt aſſures de gelen. 
ly of its Exiſtence. We are of Opinion 


therefore taking the middle Way, we ſhall 


Oppofition 


$59 £ Te by 
5 * 5 : 


"Tp 


by ſuch forcibie Arguments, which if not 
= convincing, it will be found a very difficult 
matter to — others that ſhall — 
enough to preponderate the ente . * 
other ſide "of the Queſtion. . SACTIOE e 


221 Anthor who, under the Nas of 
tranſlated and illuſttated with 
Nen 8 Additions! the Treatiſe of Alchy- 
my of ireneus Plulaler bes, philoſophizes 
very prettily upon the Poſſibility of artificial 
Sold: He explains aptly enough in what 
' Manner Art is able to perform the Works 
of Nature, which conſiſts in the Uſe of 
certain Subjects and natural Agents; ſo that | 
Nature is the Perſormer, and gives the Acti- 
vity z and all that Art has to do in the mat- 
ter, is the right Direction and Application 
_ of thoſe Subjects and Agents adequate to 
the End propoſed: He. proves ſolidly and 
conſiſtent with the vulgar Philoſophy, the 
| undeniable Poſſibility of 8 Gold by _ 
Art; for, according to the Perpatetickh , 
School, Matter being indifferent for all 
3 Forms, if the Artiſt meets with the Agent 
proper to introduce into it the Form of 
Gold, applying it as it ought to be applyd. 
he wit doubtleſs attain the Production or 
Eduction of the ſaid Form. He lays down 
the Chymical Principles, and applies them 
N pa e to his pur- 
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0 of At In W the ſo Giack talk d if 
E xperiment of the Tranſmutation of Iron 
into Copper by means of the Lapis Stone or 
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blue Vitriol, he accounts plauſibly — 
for the Poſfibili 10 of metallick Dane 
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| that the Argument taken from the Indiffe- 
tence of Matter for all Forms, although 


propounded by the afore-mention'd Authot 


i 5 wy in the Terms of the Aristotelian Phi- 


7 has ſtill a more apparent Force in 
5 'the Carteſian: For, as in the Syſtem 


7 . Deſcartes, the Variety of Mixts con ſiſts 


| only in the different Texture and Configu- 
ration of their Parts according to this'Sy- 
ſtem, the Artiſt has leſs to do for the Pro- 


| | ductionof any Mixt whatſoever-than in the 
+. | | Ars/totehan; beeaule he has no need to de. 

rive that new Entity from the Matter, 
Which the Ariſlotelian, call Aabltantial 


Form, but only to vary the Texture and 


Fi igure of the Parts; which comes equally, 


f or indeed with more Propriety, under the 
Juriſdiction of Art rather than Nature. For 


which reaſon ſome ſay, (and they ſay well) 
that the Compoſition of natural Mixts, as 


Deſcartes propoſes them, is rather artificial 
than natural. At leaſt it is certain, that 
5 the Form of — „ confiſts 


. * | Es a only 


1 
ay in thy DIL and See 5 
of the Tarte whereof ! are e : 
Ken Maibaemnt? 27 N 
Non 26 101 10 bi Ws; 
ie muſt be obler d by the way, that 
this Argument is not at all 90 to tlie 
8 Syſtem of the Atomiſts, WHO do not admit 
| of Matter indifferent for all Firms. For, 
according te their Opinion, the Figure and : 
Motion of che Atoms being invariable, any 4 
Atoms whatſoever” cannot "compoſe ati 
Mixt whativeyer; ſo that Nature not bein '4 
able to alter in any manner thoſe ultimate: 
indiviſible Particles of Matter which theſe 
Philoſophers have fram' d, is neceſſitated for. 
the Formation of ſuch particular Mixt, to. 
make uſe of ſuch Atoms as are its Elements. 
As Nature therefore cannot make any Ma 
_ whatſoever of any Matter whatſoever, with, 
greater Reaſon may it be ſuppos d that Art 
| cannot do it; which in 18 i 
brin nothing to Perfection ies „ 
datos and Exaniple of Nature.” | +... 
For this 8 in order to prove the 
4 Poffibinty of artificial Gold, 'by an 'Argu-. 
ment that may be adapted philoſ6- 
phical Syſtem it muſt of dein form'd 
not on the firſt Matter, nor Vet on a Mut, 
ter remote fot Gold but on the proxi-- 
ul radite ic Matter be it what ir wil. N 
e | that 
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. al * not immediately — 
uſe of Matter totally void of Form; nor yet 


4 9 of wy i chore prot with | 


Sik —— — any 
_ anteriorly . the Form of an Embryo. 
A. Plant, from Matter inveſted with the. 
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th tt; in the Formation of Mixts of all the 


vegetable, and 


the a af th Int. 
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Form of Seed. The: Matter ptoximate to 


Minerals does not ſo occur ta gur Senſes, a8 


that we can he certain what, it is; but there 


i no Doubt that in a. proportionate degree: 


* ex have {et 
Metals ee. = 
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at, 232 are meg $88 —— 
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metallick Compound that Naum intends 
to produce. 101 Whethe b 1 Us 1 1 
pounded of Vapour and Exhalation, as . 
ori will nerds Have it, or of Salphur and 
Mercy e or Fi 


ohn 
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proximate ? Matte Tedices it to 
the State of à Metal. ö * 
niable Propoſitions mn © af pete . 
in this manner — ae H applying 
ſuch an Agent 1 8 6+ : 

vity to — Gold from that" proximate 
Matter where Geld is fort d; then Art 

ss capable of making Gold. The Conſe- 
Jene is eident, and the Arijectdent un- 
deniable; for ſupp N there is in NA. 
ture ſuch an Agent, and Ack a Patleng. 
and that they are one tot 
ther; what Reuſon can he affigneq why 
is not poſſible Mur the of 1 


— alot 121 ai know wa apply * 
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1 5 : abc 2 far we are Adv Way for abe Aich 
| | ih but not 4. ſtep farther} for leaving 
1 the Subject in this . the Poſſi- 
1 bility, w_ artificial Gold) ſeems to þe:provid 


e But hen you pruceed kek 
Ma RO the Agent, Which the Alchy⸗ 
d make you beliere ate th be 
— 24 order to attain it, Pu hardy 
meet with a Suppoſition ori T 
that does not appear to be falſe, or at leaſt 
| — doubtful." We will here lay down by way 
Wo of Compendium the Doctrine of thoſe et 
= who have.wrote ſo as to be underſtood, a 


. = Bernard Treviſan, Theobald Hogheland, 
f Tranſlator. of Polabrbn and 00 ſome few | 
1 _ others; for as; to the reſt, who purpoſely 

I talk nothing but Gibberiſh, Who can pre- 
it | tend. to ber gr refute them, if it is not 
1 2" ible f 8 Hoy to undecliand them 
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We od A us that Metals differ from 
one another only according to their greater 


| en e an, which ends 


altation, or 
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| whereof they call the maſculine Agent und 
the other the feminine; and in I. two 


199 


; — le greater"or 1 : 


ification, Deputation;” Decsction, Ex. 

1Xati wy the Sala and 

Mercury "whereof they conſiſt. Conſenant 
PO they tell us in the third Place: 

Dan 11 bels * 0 903% a: fads — 
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when mixed or amalgated together by a 
224 reſides the ſemi-. 
irtue adequate to the Production of 
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1 They ſay that this philoſophical 


Sulphur and Mercury muſt be ſou ie Gov in 
Ge id itſelf, a rhe Dillon 20h Ml: 


aciples. Ilacul on 2 


afurequactr ＋ 8 vac fi If} mon + Sonora 


wherein Ge a0 bd ve not 
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Art; — — thus exalted they 
have the 22 to 2 and omg ae to 


| phe ade —— + want 
;Blfimate.degree: of — 5 
— — | 
phur and: Merenry ſaexalted; | wherein 346 
8 tranſmutatiye Virtue, is what they 
call Elia, recof; Gold;::ar:accord- 
—_— to the vulgar Phraſe, the Philoſopher's 
Stones; dr hovgh, acedrdings 10 Theit on 
Deſcrigtion.of ät, tis mtoin the Ferm ar 
onſiſtonęs of a tone, but a Magiſtery ot 
Pewder:- Stil lrtt 507 Has yorly To919177% 
0 Solz ai bn ainimrs! 545 3 oft - . 
| Gov With he — — — 
ject Wil admit of, is alli that one finds in- 
telligible amongſt the alchymiſtical ,Wei- 
— 4 ; the reſt is _ but Dreams, Alle- 


es, etiganaticat Phraſes, aud 
— — Even in ſome P 
f dec choſe et have ju recited, 
is no ſmall Di — 
meaning; inſomuch — a Perſon peruſ | 
any ted ae c dam hard \ a0 


—— 


"x Point ho — — 
in. As for Inſtance one Author indicates 
tte Matter of theoPhilo 


ſopharo nun to 
Sulphur öf Guld $>/another 
ande Mercury; others N 
the Mercury alond;: And were it not 
the Explication that: Bernard uin — 
Author of Authority anhongſt ths 
Profeſſors of Alchiniy) gives to this ſeens- 
ing! Contradidtion; doch: have remain d 
as: great a Myſtery ds the reſt. Hey in- 
deed, 5 to ſolve 2 by 
ing, That philoſophicab Sulph 
= aro are not tyo Subſtances; that 
they are never ſeparate; but contained and 
wn envelloped, a8 ir were, one in the other; 
that is ta ſay] the in the 
Ex lit am fte e patet (theſe are Tredi/an 
Words) Sulphur nan * guid pur E — 
extra fubfaritiami: Mtrrurii. And à lirtie 
further, vrherę he dites Ocbher, eee 
| Dh; Aer. oof * i be 9 


| We bavg already Gil, a FY ” 
again, there is not in all this — ofl 
any one Puſition that is not either 
faualſe on doubtful. And firſt, et cent 
the chymical Principles to be: as; fb] OWS%;/ 

| __ (whichiwercad by no means grant, becauſe! 
the Exiſtente af of thoſe very Principles ix . 
— nöthing can be nde ſo) 
1 


* ” 12 5. 
Tit ll übst. 
Sulphur, and 


lereury;” e they el 
But this 3 


— 
BY Sectaries of the 


ur Cm Boyle ob- 


— . — alledg d is bettet 


adapted to inſer that Salt, Sulphur and 


Mirts are 
ich de 


0 Salt, Sul _ 
Fire - hai r K - ang a whe: 


Texture even in the inſenſible Parts of fach: 
Bodies as are diſſolved by it, be obſervd, 


it will be found highly probable, that from 
its Acti new Subſtances reſult which 


© ©. > * 
7 * 


* 


Earth itſelf, if the Action of the Eire is 


very violent, is form'd that tranſparer 
ſtance which we call Glaſs; Who, Ker 


Reaſon, will take it Md Tier Heads that . 


the — — of Glaſs? But further, 
thoſe 


1 1 4 1 


2 4 Sale] 3 


far from ſor all they 9 
proving ;- can” a 
with Ce unty.. een r 


8 — the: 


Mercury, are made from Mixts, than that 


t exiſt in the diſſolved Body. For 
„ by the Action of Fire we ſee, 
that from: Earth and Aſhes; or even from 


(13) 


Fs 


thoſe flve Principles are extracted font 


ſome determined Mixts ; not fröm all „ | 


any Mixts whatſoever, as Boyle confeſſes, 
and with him, other Chymiſts of Veracity. 
Again, from ſome Mixts, beſides the five” 
Principles, other Subſtances are extracted 
different from all of em. The ſame 
Beyle gives us an Example in the Juice of 
Grapes, which by various Operations is 
reduced into many Subſtances of different 
Textures and Virtues; whereof ſome have 
not the leaſt Affinity with the chymical 55 
Principles. Still further, the Separation, 
which as more peculiar and ſenſible may be 
attributed to Fire, is that whereby the Fixed 
is divided from the Volatile; this deing dif- ä 
ſipated in Smoke, and that remaining in 
Aſhes: Notwithſtanding, even this Sepa- 
ration is deceitful; for from Smoke con- 
denſed into Soot, is drawn by a freſh" Solu- 
tion, Salt and Earth, Which are fix d. a 
= that deſire to ſee more into the Fsl⸗ 
lacy of chymical Experiments may poſſi- 
bly be fülly convine d, if they attend to 
what Boyle has left us on that Subject in his 
ſceptical Chymiſt; for as to my own Part, 
the Authority of this great Man is ſufficl. * 
ent, ſince by the Confeffion of the Learned 
of all Nations, in what related to experi- 
| ment Phyſicks, 'he _ nat been exceeded” | 
Ae Of 30 "PHIL * rene e | 


- 
N 17 
* d ** 4 


my 


; 95 * 7 Boy, in-Knowledy ige, ExaRtinade, 


. We N 3 P the 


* — Alchymiſts themſelves (at leaft thoſs-of 


owes that have fallen under our Obſerva- 

tion) make a material and fubſtantial Al- 
teration in the chymical Syſtem. For in 
the Compoſition of Metals they only in- 
troduce Sulphur and Mercury, without 
_  making-any| mention of Salt; which lat-⸗ 
ter, the Chymiſts account as indiſpenſably 
an Element of all Mixts, without except- 
ing one, as are Sulphur and Mercury. And 
here it's well worthy! to be obſer wd, that t 
Salt being, according to the ch ymical 
_ Qrine,, What gives Weight dnd'Teaackty! to 
5 Bodies, it ought ſo much the rather to en- 


a ter — the Con oſition of Metals and 


more eſpecially of Gold, that being the 
e Mi and of the firmeſt _ | 
* of e e l e 43 


57 


. - Thirdly, 1 Sappaſing En, ks 
be. Metals conſiſt of the Principles all . 


| them Sulphur and Mercury. We aſk t 


Are each of theſe two Principles homoge. 
nous, or Arenal one and the ſame in 
all Metals? This is what cannot be affirmed 
With the leaſt! Likelihood. We ſee that 
: theSalt, * _ — or to ſpeak 
LIT mor C 


1 | 
more properly, the Salt, Oil, and Spirity 
which — rv are extracted from 


Plants, are as different from one another, 


as the Plants themſelves; and in like man- 
ner have very different Properties, Virtues, 
and Uſes in Medicine, The ſame therefore 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to happen in 
Metals, wherein there does not appear 4 
leſſer Degree of Diſſimilitude amongſt them- 
ſelves, than in Plants: Nay, there is 4 
greater than in ſome Plants, whols Prineiz 
ples are found to be very diſtin. The 

Sulphur and Mercury being then diſtin& in 
diſtin Metals; it follows that Gold can 
never be made, ex. gr. from the Sulphur and 
Mercury of Iron, àny more than that from 
the — — Salt, Mercury, Earth, and 
Water of one Plant, mother een * 
by made n diſtinct. 


We are well rey 0 veins 65 | Alohy: 
miſts will anſwer to tllis Objection in De- 
fence of their Doctrine. They will ſay, 
that every Plant is a petfect Mixt of inc 
originally intended fo by Nature, as are all 
the reſt contained under the fame Gender. 
But it is not ſo with Metals, in whom Na- 

ture always endeavours the Production of 

Gold; and the other Metals are to be look d 

on in regard to Gold, only as the fame Sub- 

N Matter io differen Sage. -or De- 
- WR grees 


CW] 
grees of Perfection or Imperſection: 84 
that though the baſer Metals partake of a0 
1 Principles which compound or are 
_ deſtin'd| to compound Gold; yet it very 
often happens, that Nature does not arrive 
at Perfectiton in the Work ſhe originally 
deſign d either from the Impurities of the 
Matrix, or becauſe the Principles are not 
combined in the due proportionate Quan- 
tities to each other, 2 ſome n * 
- ones: or Calualty.. oF ot 


But all this is no more ay FS meer rugs 
3 and deſtitute of all Probability. 
For if the Intention of Nature was only 
to form Gold, and the Diſtinction between 
it and the inferior Metals were no other 
than between the Imperfect and the Per- 
fect in things of one and the ſame Claſs; we 
ſhould frequently, in the ſame Gold Mines, 
and in the ſame Vein, which at laſt by the 
1 orce of a greater Decoction, or Depura- 
tion, comes to be Gold, perceive it firſt 
in a State of Lead, then Tin, Iron, Cop- 
per, and Silver. In the ſame manner, as 
when: Nature intends a Fruit Tree in its 
due Magnitude, we perceive it go gradually, | 
paſſing from lefler Dimenſions to greater; 
and although ſhe intends the Fruit thereof 
ſhould be ripe and high- flavour d, we firſt 
per eiye it in * Degrees of Inſipidity 


al 
* * * 
* | AI a 5 and 
e 4 . . 
* 


(#) 


aturity. © And this. 


4 and Imr 


will be found to be well adapted, i be 


recollected, the Alchymiſts call that laſt 
Degree of Perfection Which the Metallick' 
Prinelples attain to in Gold, by the'Nanie 
of Maturity. But as Experience news: us, 
nothing of this Kind has ever appeared in 

Mines, it ſeems plain that the other Me⸗ 
tals are perfect Mixts of themſelves, ade- 
quately diſtinct from Gold, and 'as well as 
that, was primarily or originally intended 
ſo to be 7 Nature, that is to 5 f perfect 


| Rn,” 11 : 77 1 
Mixts. 8 on 
= 
, ; 3 
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* 


Is no Objitticn + to nt has lv! ON 


dhnt! in all, or almoſt all the Mines in the | 


| Tz 6] Gold is found mix d with Silver, 
er, or other Metals; for this depends 
on ar Matter whereof Gold is made, not 


happening to be pure in the Boſom of the 


Earth, but blended with the Matter of 0 
ther Metals: Rather, if all Metals wer 
ee into Gold, this Metal would 
times be found pure in tlie Mines of 
tht Metals; that is to ſay; at the time 
wherein the other Metals arriv'd at perfect 
Maturity. Beſides, Gold is ſometimes found 
mixt with Earth, but the Alchymiſts do 
not ever the more pretend that Earth is 
converted into Gold. We are not igho- 
. of what the Sjeur Buri related to Mon- 


— — 
* * nn 
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ere 


( 


in a: Mine. of Silver converted into Gold 
in ahe Spare Df one Night, by means'of a 
ee Vapour! that had aſcended out f 
the Earth, Monfienr Monconi recounts this 
Story, in this Journey to the Lou Countries, 
hut Barri did not deſerve much Credit, 
and a great deal leſs in this Matter; becauſe 
he endeaygured to perſuade all the World 
of the Poſſibility of ho Philoſopher” s Stone, 
wd tan hates on the Weine having 7 
5 . 1 28711} 17 0 
ee, Suppoſe we ſhould admit that $ 
its proper Tincture may be extracted from 
Gold, call it Mercury or Sulphur or both, 
it is falſe: that therein reſides the ſeminal 
ond active Virtue of Gold, Which we prove 
thus; Neither the Mergury, nor the Sulphur 
8 Gold, nor both together are the Agents 
means whereof Nature makes Gold; 
erefore the active Virtue af Gold does not 
reſide in them, The Conſequence is/plaio, 
for the Alchymiſts themſelves confeſs Art 
alone hes no Activity, nor can produce any 
Agent whatever; but is only capable of ap- 
223 N Nature makes 
We prove the Antecedent thus: 
. for cf Traden . FR rakes 


„ bed the Metal 5 


3 ( 2 7 
have deer go this Metal „** 
Not the firſt, beeauſe the metallick Prinei- 
ples in their State of Imperfeckion cannot 
produce the greateſt” metallick Perfedtion, | 
as that of Gold is. Nor yet the ſecend: 
becauſe when the Sulphur and Mercury at- 
tain their perfect Depuration, che Gal Gold is 
then formed; Gold itſelf being nothing elſe,” 
according to the Alchymiſts, but the com- 
pounded 2 of 8 Sulptine” and! 
* lin 2 8 5 ii 
| 0 bigge? i rand. 16 alt 
' The ede encounter us with two 
ſtrong. Arguments (as they take them to- 
be) for their Opinion. The firſt is tlie Ex- 


periment alledg d by the Tranſlator of Phi- 


lalethes, of Iron converted into Copper by 
meäns of the Lapis Stone or blue Vitriol; 


which proves that one Metal may be com 


veried'? in e 0 Metal more {nent 


= 22, 5 


b es be Firſt, Wadde 26v aps 
pear to us, whether what "reſults from t 5 
. 0 in this Experiment be truly 


Copper, or only the Iron depurated from 


ſome of its g Parts whereby it acquires” 
that Reſemblance of Copper. "Secondly; 
It does not neceſſarily follow, That becauſe 
Lead, Tin, and Iron may be converted in- 
to Copper, therefore any Metal whatever 
may be — into Gold; * it may 


be 
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ator of Philalethes in regard to the Tranſ- 


and _ 1 
” EY * * 
4 mw BS: 5 


PE tan) 
Metals conſiſt 4 the ame. Prioci- 


. 


Es a8 Copper 2 0 they may be the 1500 1 
Lin Subſtance, without any other Dis: 


ſtinction a what may ariſe from the 
Mixture of, othe er heterogeneous Sabltanbes.- 
Nor can it be fairly deduced from hence, 


that Gold is one and the ſame with the 


other Metals, or that it conſiſts of the ſame 


Principles that they do. We muſt confeſs 
notwithſtanding, that if there is no Fallacy 
in the Experiments alledg'd by the Tran- 


mutation of Iron, Tin, and Lead Ito, 


45 1155 


ry. n gh of all th the e which is N | 


on the Hiſtories there are extant of various 
Profeſſors of Chry/opoiea; who have actually 
performed the Tranſmutation of other Me- 


tals into Gold; The moſt; famous, and 
ſthoſe of whom there ſeems to be any like- 


lihood of their having arrived to the Poſſeſ. 
fion of this grand Secret, are Raymond Lully, 
Arnoldus de Villa- nova, Theophraſtus Para- 
celfus, Bernard Treviſan, an Apothecaryß 
named Anthony of the ſame N of ek = 
ee SOON 2 E 


1 Ty 
18; 28/2 he fl iq . I" an 89) ii on 


But che Force of this pot ens Argb⸗ 
1 15 fall to the ground 18 FE: 
Have made it e deaf, Mie there i is none in 
theſe Relations elves,” Not one of 
_ the Authors ot Relators of them were Eye- 
. — of the Facts; all of them have 
ritzen upon the weak Foundation of popu: | 
| * n which commonly ar ile ih 
e teifling Occaſions; 400 15 In 
they Ri more ſubject to 4 5 5 
Þ ce) | 7s | than in any v fg.” rom th 
cunning Strata eme and deceitful Appear- 
 afiges which the Alchymiſts are wont te 
make uſe of to perſuade People of their be- 
She Maſters oft the TY of the abe 
2 Fr 92 5117 * t 
1 "nj x e 9 1 attentively his | 
4 very . Hiſtories. — alledge, we al find 
innumerable Circumſtances to induce u 


i 
4, 


4 ele to ſuſpe d dur e but 
e to reh „ 5 their © TP + 
of Ra aymond Zul) 1 | 12 9 a 


al Tower of London, 1751 Order and j 
Preſence of the then Ring of England, | 
made Gold of an excellent Quality.;. and 
from that Gold Was coined a Species of 
5 Money which they called Rap mend 8 No- 
ble. But who is it * teſtifies this? = 
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ing Century. Tis true, .. Raymond, Luly 


r 


ong as it does not ap- 


FE 8 * 7 4 


Gold by thoſe Inſtructions; which we may 
fly rears in affen will nover hopper 


ot Arnoldus Lilli it is related, by 

_ Beyer link in his Treatiſe of human, Life, 
and by Father Delrio in his Magical Di/- 
_ guijitions.; That by the Art of Alchymy he 
made ſome little Bars of Gold, Which he 


4 e offered in Rome to all Tryals: But 


how is it credible, that the Fact being ſo 


publick, the Pope who then reigned, ſhould 
not have taken the Advantage of it; it be- 
we caly from this Abil «| 8 f Arnul _ 


„* 7 
7 J 4 By * ww , 
2 "ET. : a ; 


habe attiaſſed: de der un Tan for the” 
Benefit of the Church? In point of Con- 


ſcience he ought to have done it; and ſee- 


ing he did no ſuch thing, it's plain that 
Arnoldus did not give thoſe Tokens of his 
Skill which are related of him; and that 
thoſe Counſellors they recite it from, had 
no other Teſtimony of the Fact than ſome” 


v_ idle Prate. heh as ape e, ee 
» 4 « $ y V "WOT ; a oi 1 
„ % A £2: 7 £7 * „ 1 5 1 23 31 n 


Of Paras there is no other Witne 1 
than 'his' Diſciple Opborinus, who relat. J 
many incredible things of his Maſter. Be- 
fides, he does not ſay that he ever faw him 
tranſmute any Metal into Gold; but only 
that ſometimes over- night being wretched- 
poor, he the next Morning would ſhe-w 
him ſome Pieces of both Goſd and Silver, 
pretending to have made them by the Art 
of money But how do we know that” 


Paratel/as had not this Gold and Silver hid, N 


in order to ſhew it it to Opharinus at a proper 


the Secret of the Philoſophier's She; ; Which 
he would fain have made all the World be- 
lieve? There is ſo much Vanity and fo lit- 
tle: Foundation in all Pardceljus either faid 
or wrote, that it is needleſs to heſitate on 


this Blind Piece of * Evidence. Other Au- 


thors Who bra gd of knowing the Chr. 


fan wrote of is Art in Gibberiſh. Para- 


toner E 2 — 


4 
ed | 
1 


) 


ber ry 6 in 6 N hes. in 


EL to 5 N or 4 Cant & 
1 Marca Nrviſana, we don't know it ap- 
pears any other ways that he knew how to 

2 Gold artificially, than that he himſelf 
| — in his Book de Secratiſimo Phileſo- 
opere Chymico. And we cannot 
Tink he ; is to be believ'd on his own bare 
Aſſertion, eſpecially When in that very 
, Work he gives ſufficient Signs) of his being 
a vain and lying Author. One needs no- 
thing. more to be undeceived in regard to 
Bim, than to take notice of the romantick 
Authors or ſuppoſititious Books that are 
rome thy by him; ſuch as the Chronicles of 
Salhmen, the Pandet#s of Mary the Prophe- 
tels, the Teſtament of Pythagoras, the Path 
af thoſe that err, wrote by Plato; no body 
knows. what ſhort Treatiſe. of Euclid, the 
Book of one Ariſteus, who he ſays govern- 
ed the whole World ſixteen _ and-was 
e ede 3 my ke E e 


= 


125 


* 1 


* 50 Nady it * not 3 to 1 

2 at Whatever the Alchymiſts may ſay of 
eſe and other Authors of the greateſt pre- 

tended Antiquity, who have treated of the 

N e webint * Drcams and In- 


15 . K. | vention. 


(25) - 
vention. The celebrated Phyſician of Ley 
den, Hermam Baerhauue, who carefully ex- 
amined this ons . 7 file! _—_ ad. Lo” 
ſopoiea,' was Auras G who 2 5 
about the End of the fifth, or Beginning of 
the ſixth Century; and the Firſt whG treated 
doctrinally on this Subject, was Geber, ur 
Gebro, who ſome make an Arabian, others 
4 Chicks: the: 125284 Im 2 
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"of Of: the ys of Trevesy- | 
relates, That in Preſence . An 


Duke of Venice, and the princ 
of that Republick, he 
filver into Gold. Julius Cuſar oe dee 
makes the ſame Odjection to this: 
gainſt Cardanus, that we made above in 
regard to Arnoldus de Villa. noua; If this, 
Ke 8 he, had been true, the Venetian Senate 
would have made uſe of this Man to have 
ddd the Republick with timments 
Treaſures, and might have oblig d him even 
to have revealed the Secret. ee 
deſpiſes this Objection, and imapin 
anſwers the firſt Part of it, by — 2 
does Scaliger know but chat the Gr aid 
fo? To the latter he anſwers, that he ſop- 
po _ a — deſpis d it as a 

| doubtful 


tm) 
doubtful. Matter, or looked on that Ex- 
ent as a Piece of pure Legerdemain. 
A weak Solution of a an Argument! 
8 2 to the firſt, we ſay, that Scaliger knew, 


and we know too, that the Senate did not 


make themſelves Maſters of the Art of 
making Gold; becauſe, if they had done 
ſo, they would: likewiſe have made them 
ſelves Maſters of the hin Ottoman Em- 
pire; nay, of the World, as any 
Republick ee, Fare and would: 40 
if they could augment their Treaſures with 
out Limits. As to the Second, who can 
believe that the Senate having it in their 
Power ſeriouſly to examine the Matter of 
Fact, and to ſcrutinize thoroughly an Af. 
fair of ſuch Importance, that they would 
not do it? The Apothecary of Treves was 
a Subject of the Republick; for Treves: is 
in the Venetian Dominions, and therefore. it 
might jquſtly oblige him to work for it. It 
is therefore indubitable, that in caſe the 
Experiment had been found to be certain, 
they would have availed themſelves of the 
Atti; and in caſe of its being judg d 
. doubtful, they would apply themſelves by 
the ſtricteſt Tryals to diſcover the Truth: 
If they did = it's plain they found the 
_ Art —— becauſe they made no uſe of 
nn Artiſt. / Ba aber Delrio, to enn : 
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„ (#) Ms 
Gulielmus Aragoſius, which is to he W 
in his Theatre of human Life! erb. 
Cbymia,) But beſides, that the Relation 

of. Aragoſus in the Theatre is deſtitute of 
an Citation to ſupport it, it contains ſome; 
other Circumſtances which render it quite 
improbable. 11 boat 21{D..9vaa sn 
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Nicholas Hamel a Native of Paris, Who 
ines } in the Beginning of che fifteenth Cen- 
tury, and boaſted Hkewiſeo of po lein 8 
the Secret of the Philoſopher's Stone, was 
he that amongſt allo che preteniled Adepts, 
had the moſt apparent Right of being be 
lieved. La Ccoix Dumaine, quoted in 
Mereri's Dictionary, deſcribes bim a very 
ingenious Man; ſor he fays; be Was a Poet, 
a Painter; a Philoſopher, a Mathematician, 
and above all, a grand Alchymiſt. In the 
Buryin g place of the Hoy ee where 
he Was interred, is fixed up à Board Paiht- 
ed in Oil-colours, .- wherein under enig- 
matical Figures and Hierog lyphicks, they 
ſay, are repreſented the —— which he 
attained to by the alchymiſtical Art. The 
principal Circumſtance, and what makes 
moſt to the Purpoſe is, that whereas: thoſe 
who boaſt of having the Secret of the Philo- 
ſopher's Stone are for the moſt Part a Par- 
cel of Poor Ragamuffins, who in their Na- 
kedneſß and * * with them 


243 an 


0 


a indabitable Teftimony' of their Falſity; 
Nicbolus Flamel on the con ntrary, its well 
known tame to be Maſter of an Eſtate of 
_ Five" hunded thouſand Piſtoles; a prodi- 
"bad dum, eſpecially for that Age. Ne- 
vertheleſs ſome — mY of good 
Judgment have diſcovered in this Acquifi- 
tion of Wealth, another Secret v very diffe- 
rent from tlie Philoſopher's Stone. They 
ns that Flamel having the handling and 
1 ent of the Finances, gun d is 
| weildy "Eſtate by Robberies and Extorti- 
ons, eſpedially upon the eui of that King- 
er and in order to hide the iniquitous 
Method whereby he had amaſſed ſo much 
: "Rives, and to avoid the Puniſhment he 
thoſe Treaſures to be 


jt 
Cf 


owing to-the 1 et af "che Philoſopher's 
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FF The Tranſlator of Philatetbes onfintiogs 
ſeveral of the Examples before: mentioned, 
_ which indeed are trite; produ es three 
others more particular, and not ſo com- 
momly knoten: The firſt is bb. the King of 
- Spain, called Don Alonzo & Sabio, or the 
Wie; whom he cites from his' Treatiſe, 
entitled, O, tbe Trequre; wherein he ſays, 
that by means of the Philoſopher's Stone he 
made Gold, and very often augmented his 
3 "Wer knowledge we have _ 
; n 


5 0 29 ) San Sa 
ſden this PR of the King vs Alon 
Ab though we have heard 25 it; but wie 
may be very confident he never knew the 
Scoret of the Philoſopher's Stone, for if he 
had; he would never have been fo deſtitute 
of Means, that for want thereof he loſt his 
Kingdom. Let any one read but the gh 
Chapter of the 14th Book of the Father 
 Mariani's Hiſtory, wherein are theſe Words, 8 
1 of Dan Abneo? Nothing 
ail him ſo much as the Want of Mo- 
45 ney: A Circumſtance that defeats the 
“ grandeſt Deſigns of Princes“ And this 
great Hiſtorian reſently adds, That to ſap- 
ply this Defect he cauſed new Money to be 
coined of 'Silver and Copper, of #baſer Al- 
22 ſmaller Weight than hat had been 
ary, retaining the former Value; 
which means he gave the finiſhing Stroke 
do irritate his Vaſſals. A notable Sign this, 
of his being able to multiply his Eſtate as 
much as he bad 1 Wir to, * Alchy- 
wine . Won ind 
e Ir FETEEF „ 
he gcond Eagle is of tid Wendy 
| NA the Third, of whom (on the 
Credit of Zwelpher, in his Mami a E/pa- 
giricu) tis faid ; That with his own Hands 
he made; in the City of Prague, from three 
Pounds of uickſtlyer, +wo- Pounds and A 


4 
* 
w 


| - 30 A 
the Philoſophical/T3 incture; 3 of Which Gold 


he ſent Father * who was then in 
Rome, ſome Pieces of Money; that he 
might examine them or have them aſſayed. 


And that he having paſſed them through all 


the Proofs, found it was YAY * W ae 


* fame as the natural, ban 


We. 5 he ht IX. to *. 2 5 
Zuelpber | in regard to this Fact; for we ve- 
ry well remember to have read in Father 


| Kircher's Subterranean” I orld; that this 


learned Jeſuit being in Rome, and having 
heard the Report that the Emperor Ferdi- 
and had made artificial Gold, he wrote to 


4 that Prince, of whom he Was very much 


eſteemed, defiring to know if it was true. 
And the Emperor (whoſe Letter Father 
Kircher Fi inſerts Ferbatim) anſwered 
him, there was no ſuch thing. The Te- 
ſtimony of Father Kircher in this Matter, 
is of much ſuperior Weight to that of 


 Zrwelpher. And to ſay Truth, it's reaſon- 


able to preſume, if that Emperor could have 


come at this Secret, he would at leaſt have 


made it hereditary in his Auguſt Family, 


for the Benefit thereof, and of all Chriſten- 


dom. How came it to paſs then, that the 
three Emperors who onto, him, made 


uſe of the ſame Methods of ſupplying their 


eee which other Princes are vin : 


(46) 


ws; 4s; 41 that ſometimes for want of 
Gold, They, as well as their Subjefts, found 


themſelres n ot a little embataſſed ? 


7 * 1 . 3 
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The third Example ies Path: 5 


Philalethes brings, and which is ſtill more 


recent than the ſecond, is the Conde Nocbetti 


of Naples; of whom it is ſaid, Not that he 
knew the Secret of preparing, but that he 
actually had the Philoſopher's Stone; having 
robb'd a poor Adept who lodged in his 
Houſe both of it and his Life. And that 


by the Uſe of this Stone he performed tbe 


Tranſmutation of Metals in the Preſence of 
ſeveral Princes and Potentates, whom he 
deceived and inveigled out of their Money, 
with a Promiſe of ſhewing them how to 
make this precious Medicine; till at laſt be- 


ing at the Court of Brandenburg, where 


he likewiſe impoſed upon that Sovereign, 
this Scene of Villany wWas diſcovered, and 
the Perpetrator of it was hang d by the Ele- 


ctor's Order, in the Year 7708; The Tran- 


ſlator adds, that he himſelf was a Witneſs to 
ſeveral Tranſmutations performed in Bru/- 


ſels, not only by the ſaid Conde Rochetti, but 
likewiſe by Maximilian Emanuel, Duke of 
Bavaria; at that time Governot of the 


Lb Sepp to whom Rochetti had pre- 


ſented a little of the Philoſophical Tinckure. 1 


which he had ſtolen from the 2 
N e "us 


: 
: \ * 
— —.— » — — — 
A r 


4 32 5 

"Fei Ht Jin but 8 04 
"4 Te che ys 2 Woh this Example ſhould 
make any Impreſſion on our Belief we 
ought to be well aſſured that theſe Tran 
mutations. were actually perform d, without 
the Intervention of | os luck Iufch or 
Juggle as has been contrivid-and generally. 
pfractiſed by various Impoſtors, to perſuade 
People that they knew Uthe Secret of the 
Phiſoſopher's Stone. In th Jreatiſe of l. 


man Liſe before- mentioned, we read of a 


certain Venetian calld Bragadino ; who with 
ſuch kind of Tricks defrauded many Prin- 
des, and by the. Strength: of his ſeemingly 
apparent Operations, he made all the World 
believe that he was ih- poſſeſſion: of the Se- 
coret of the Stone; till at lend endeavours 
ing likewiſe; to impoſe! upon the Duke of 


Bavaria, this Prince wk poi his manner 


of working with more Circumſpection than 
the reſt, diſeovered the Roguery, and cau- 
ſied him to be hang d. Why might not the 
Tranſmutations perform d by Nacherti be of 
the ſame” Stamp, purely deluſive as were 


tboſe of Bragadino? Tbey boch had the 


ame fatal ovate deſetv'd Cataſtrophe; and 
pe are apt to think made uſt of the ſame 


Alrtifice likewiſe.) But what ſhall we ſay to 


the Tranſmutations ſaid to be perform d by 
Duke Maximilian? Why, what needs more 


FR than that * * 40 . 
8 4 5 | a t 8 
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| ( 33 ) 
| the ks ae he Was Maſter of? And 
this Prince amus d himſelf ſometimes with 


main, wherein he did no Pre; 
body; for Princes like other Men * 
the Ir eee W W 
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viſt will cond be au bn this Plice-juftits 

mention ſome of the Stratagems which the 
tricking Alchymiſts make uſe of, to per- 

ſuade People that they can convert any of 
| the: impe 
the whole may be reduced to theſe follow 
ing: Either they have the Gold in Powder, 


1 


or in a Lump; concealed ſometimes in the 
Coals they make their Fire with, or in the 


Aſhes; other times in the very metallick 
Mł᷑atter itſelf, which they pretend to tranſ- 
mute into Gold. As for Inſtance, Suppoſe 
| they ſhould put a Piece of Iron into the 


Crucible; this is Iron only on the exterior 


Part or Superficies, and real Gold within. 
Sometimes again they conceal it in the End 


of zan In Nora Hölle wo die Par - 


. i poſe; whetewith they. are wont to ſtir the 


Mixture about while it is in Fuſion over 


the Fire; and the Gold which afterwards 
4 sin a Lump at the Bottom of the 
| Cracible, is no other than what they had 
hid in this Inſtrument, and melted uring 
the Operation. Theſe are the Devices which 
Fb = at 


the Performance of that innocent Degerde- 
to any 


tfect Metals 1 Ko Golds! which on 


7 


; (4). 
5 e e e bed ad bers ei e 
Aritharsj but: there may be, and doubtleſs 
have been, and ſtill: a eee er Which 
ve not yet detected. LD 2 n „ 
7) 8 20+ exo 
Sometinaes Ae i eee their 
Intrigues with ſuch a complicated Diſſimu- 
lation and Depth of Plot, that they will 
deceive the moſt cautious Perſon living; 
whereof the following Relation may ſerve 
as an Inſtance. One of theſe pretended Al- 
chymiſts being at the Court of Erne, 
Marquis of Baden, found! means to be in- 
troduced to that Prince; and as a Proof of 
| his Ability, offered to make Gold in his 


Preſence; which being embraced, and he 
1 deſit d itumediately to put it in Execution, 


he ſaid, he had none of the Matter about 
him wherewith it was made; but that it 
was a Powder of ſmall Price, which they 
would find in every Apothecary's or Drug- 
giſt's Shop: The Operator giving the Name 
of the Powder, the Marquis ordered one of 
his own Domeſticks to go and fetch ſome 

_ of it. The firſt of the two Trades he 
J bappen'd to light on was a Druggiſt, who 
was a Foreigner juſt ſet up, and had opened 
his Shop and expoſed the different Wares 
he had to ſell, very advantageouſly near 


the Gates of the Palace. The Servant en- 


quired whether he had ſuch a Powder; he 
. | 5 readily ; 


1 (6³³ ) - 
readily: anfoerd,! Jes 3 and in hutt, ſold 


him the Quantity he was order'd to fetch, 
at almoſt as 5 Price as if it had been 
Sand. This was carried to the Operator, 
who putting it into the Fire, together with: 
a little Quickſilver, he after ſome ſmall 
time took out a Piece of ſine Gold. The 
Marquis, mightily pleas d with the Succeſs 
of the grand Secret he had diſclos d to him, 
entertained- the Alchymiſt magnificently, | 
and-gratify'd him like a Prince. Some time 
after, his ſmall Stock of Powder being ex- 
hauſted, and having a Mind to make a-fur-. 
ther Experiment of it by himſelf, the Mar- 
on ſent to get a larger Quantity of this 
owdet; but it was no where to be had; nor 
was there an Apothecary or Druggiſt in 
the Place, but what declared they had ne- 
ver ſo much as heard any Goth Name as 


the Alchymiſt calld it by. As for the 


Druggiſt near the Palace S from whoſe 
Shop it was formerly fetch d, he was 
| march'd off, and the Alchymiſt likewiſe, I 
came at laſt to be that theſe two 
Sbapprnn were Partners, and acted in Cane 
. y ; and that the Druggiſt had de- 
ſignedly opened his Shop in that convenient 
Part, that ape iis ſhould be ſent for the 
Powder, might be ſure to ſtumble on him 

firſt, whilſt the Alchymiſt was playing his 
pale or the F arce within als and in 
ek . 0 . 


* 
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mat, that the W which in order to- 
carry on tlie Impaſture, had been ſold at 
ſo very cheap a Rate, was really Gold mix d 
* diſguiſed by Art.  Beyerlink relates this 


you much ſuch another, per. app 
. bs — * 5 . . th: iff 121 FILL 511 Pig N 
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rry Story, citing Jeremias Meder ſor his 
Ae And Father Gaſpar Scorto gives: 


I ö of 
Fad rare boing ors to 


1 2 


" Notrithftanding all chav has 5 ſaid, 


we may at laſt, perhaps, be confronted with 


the little Bar which! the late - Duke of 


Florence. had amongſt the Rarities in his 


Cabinet, which was one half Iron, and the 


other half e. and conſequently, (as is 


generally ſuppoſed and affirmed) the half 
which was Gold, could not be made other- 


wiſe than by an alchymiſtical Tranſmuta- 
tion of the Iron into Gold. But in anſwer 
to this, Monſieur Homberg that excellent 
Chymiſt, and a Member of the Royal Aca- 
5 of Sciences at Paris, diſcovered the 
Fallacy of this Bar; and in tlie printed 
Memoirs of che Academy, you may find 
the Artifice Expoſed by him; he making it 
appear, that two ſeparate Pieces, the one 
of Iron, and the other of Gold, may be 
united, or ſoldered together in ſuch a man- 
| 2 
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Hitherto' Sen; we Nee pg the l ; 
ſibility of metallick Tranſmutation; that is 
to wy! in the manner the Alchymiſts pre- 
tend to it; for we ſhould be inconſiſtent. 

. with ourſelves; abſolutely to deny the Poſ- 
ſibility of making Gold at all, by reaſon, 
in the former Part of our Diſcourſe, we 
have endeavoured to eſtabliſh this Point in 
the Affirmative. But as we have not the Pre- 
ſumption to imagine our Arguments muſt 
of Neceſſity be concluſive and convincing. 
to all ſorts of People, wWe will ſhll add 
further, That even though this Art were 
poſſible in the greateſt Latitude the Alchy- 
miſts themſelves pronounce it, no bod) 
8 to apply themſelves to the Study f 
It would rather be the Heighth of 1 

3 ſo to do, by reaſon of the great 
Im erg 7h ever er obtaining a et Hue 
therefrom. [71 


# ; . 7 


| % 
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This Improbability Arileb 1 Ol various 
3 Foundations ſome of which T ſhall parti. * 5 
: COP 1 mention Len the Nee Admo- ro 
A e eee eee, 
E 7 Fn Th "SETTER > {6 | 
The felt Obſtacle ht That a. "_ Alchy⸗ 5 

miſts themſelves confeſs, amongſt thouſands : 
of Men who have dedicated the greateft 
n of their Lives to this Science, and — AH 
2345975 * _ with | 


LEY 


5 with the cloſeſt Application been bunting 
after the Philoſopher's Stone, only one, or 
very rarely two have found it, Who then 
can with any Likelihood perſuade him- 
ſelf, that he is to be one of that flender 
Number of the Fortunate, and not rather 
one of the immenſe Multitude of the Unſu - 
cCeſsful? Or who, with the leaſt Shadow | 
of Prudence, will follow a Trade, wherein 
not above one in a Thouſand becomes Rich, | 
and all the reſt. gather no other Fruit from EE 
their Labour and Pains, but to ſee them- 
ſelves reduced to greater Poverty? It would 
be well for every body, the leaſt infected 
: with this kind of Cacoethes, to have in 
perpetual Remembrance, that Death-bed 
Saying of Bernard Penotus, an able Chy- 
miſt, who lived to an hundred Years of 
Age, and had all his Life-time been in 
queſt of this airy Phantom. His Diſciples 
and Friends Who ſurrounded his Bed a hit- 
tle before he expired, begged of him to 
5 communicate to em, the Secrets he had 
: he EY 1 fy ary relating to the Ghry/opozea ; and 
tze Anſwer he gave em was, Friends, x x 
have no other Secret to commit to ] 
- Truſt, but only this; That if you ſhould L 
have any powerful Enemy whom you =» 
. fain deſtroy, procure him to be in- 
med with an ardent Deſire of Searching 
* the e * This is the 


DL Om greateſt 
4 + 1 z 12 * ww ; 
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teſt Miſchief you can do him. Mon- ; 
fieur Du (Abs, a Phyſician at Paris, Who 
died aged 87, and ſpent very little time in 
the Way of his Profeſſion; the greateſt 
part being taken up in his "Study of the 


1 — ; left much ſuch another Me- 


memo to his ö When: * was 
pins, 16952 6 ee, N 


mb ng 2 


attaining this Secret very improbable (and _ 
indeed morally impoſſible) is the want of 

Inſtruction. The Means which are gene- 
rally made uſe of to obtain it, is the read- 
ing cof ſuch Authors who profeſſedly treat 


: on this Subject: But theſe, inſtead of -af- 


fording any Light, preſent nothing but 
Shadows; o dla is the Obſcurity of the 
Stile they * g Thoſe who have poke 
with the greateſt Clarity amongſt em, 
have only given us to underſtand thoſe few 
general ee Principles we have before 
_ notice of; but When they come to 
treat of the Practice, and the ſeveral Ope- 
rations whereby this Tincture of Gold is to 

de extracted and petfected; all of em, 
without reſerving one, inſconee their Mean- 
ing behind ſuch impenetrable Enigma's, 
that although a thouſand: OEdipus's were 
to be join d, chez could not be deciphered; 
* who e 9 2 be a _ 


n 
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be like the River Alpheus, which runs above 
Ground for a very _ Space, and the 
ms Part of its Courle hides itſelf under 
the Earth. Philaletbes (of whom his Tran- 
flator ſays, that he wrote with more Clear- 
bb than all the reſt) confeſſes of himſelf, 


Chap. 14. That he does not call Things 


by their proper Names. If then this is 
the Manner of Explication of him that 
ſpeaks. with the greateſt Clearneſs, what 


are we. to expect from the reſt ? Or Ins 


b. What can we ne trom-hin?: Phy 


In effect, the Authors of the firſt Rank 
amongſt the Alchymiſts unanimouſly agree, 
that they themſelves alone underſtand what 
they write; but thoſe who know nothing 
of the Art, will get no Inſight from their 


Books, unleſs it be by eee Inſpiration or = 


Revelation... . Theobald Hogheland, in his 
Treatiſe, De Beba Alelymiæ, pars 


2. produces ſeveral Inſtances of this. The | | 


Author himſelf confeſſes, that notwith- 
ſtanding he had an hundred Books con- 
Ferning this Art (which it appears evidently. 


he had well turn'd 5 wk wa, not a 
Tue the wiſer for em. . 


75 " The third Obſtacle ariſes * the I 2 nco⸗ 
berence and Contradictions of the Alchy- 


Os nat only in wink relates to. the De- 


of © "EO" nn 


Ca.) 


| gree of Projatatibny wherein ſome require | 


2 greater, others a leſſer Number of Ope- 
rations; but they vary likewiſe in the Sub- 
ſtance aid Series of em. Some will have 


the firſt Operation to begin with the Solu- 


tion, others the Calcination, others again, 
the Sublimation of the Matter: And here 
it's worth obſerving, that though the Tran 


ſlator of Philalkibes took upon himſelf to 


reconcile the Contradictions he found in 
regard to the Matter of the Stone, Wwhere⸗ 
in he has ſucceeded tolerably well; he en- 
tirely paſſes over in ſilence . that re- 
late to the Manner of . EK e 
wed en e 1 
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But the moſt corifpicuous, and! 'at the 
ſame Time, the moſt ridiculous Incon- 


|  ſiſtency obſervable in theſe alebycaiſticat 


Writers is the following. All, or almoſt 


all' the Chriſtian Authors who 15 wrote 


on this Subject, give for an indiſpenſable 
Precept, That he who intends to apply him- 


ſelf to this Art, muſt be a good Chriſtian, ; 


Devout, Humble, of a right Intention, and 
of a pure Conſcience; and they unanimouſ- 
ly agree, that without theſe-Qualifications, 
which they abſolutely make the Sine qua non, 
he can never attain to the Knowledge of 
this grand Secret of the Philoſopher's Stone. 
| 17 Uo" other _ * confeſs, that this 
| | Secret 


925 
— 1 - 
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3 es 
Setret was handed down by the Arabians 
to the Latins. And the primordial _ 
or Princes of their Sect, which they q 1 
on every Occaſion, are "all a Rabble of may 
ragems and Mabometaus. Geber, Rhafis, 
Auicene, Holy, Calid, Fazich, Bendegid, 
Bolzain, 3 from theſe it is, that 
Lully, Villa mvs, Paracelſus, Bail Valen- 
tine, Treviſan, Merjenus, Rofjinus, and the 
reſt of the European: Authors, have col- 
8 ere they have wrote, celebrating 
— or remarkabl eat Adepts; eff 
5 ally Geber, who — bear away oY 
EE: :--* all. Reconcile me this Paradox, 
be that can. They tell us its neceſſary, in 
order to attain the 2 to re 
the Goſpel; and at the ſame Inſtant, pro- 
poſe to us, as the greateſt Maſters of the | 
5 the Sectaries of the Aloran, Ya 5 
5 
1 Dan her hes ld G34 it im be in- 
1 Fer That the Writings of the Alchymiſts | 
_ can only be uſeful to "thoſe who read em, 
not for Inſtruction, but by way of Enter- 
tainment and Diverſion, like the Novels or 
Romances of Don Bellianis of Greece, or 
Amadis de Gaul. Vet, we do not for this 
condemn thoſe Authors, who without 
boaſting of their actually knowing the Se- 
cret of the Stone, treat this Subject philo- 
ſophically, as the Tranſlator of * 
. . | mas 


Y 


(43) 
has Soon; contendin g for the Poſſibility only ; 


whereto a great many Men of judgment 
and Learning have aſſented. This Subject 
is as worthy. of a ſerious Diſquiſition, as 
many others that are purely philoſophical : : 
But as to the Books of thoſe Alchymiſts, 
who promiſe by the Strength of their Pre- 
cepts, the Conſecution of this profound 
Myſtery, I believe we may do by them as 
the Alchymiſts themſelves do with the Me- 
tals ; that is to fay, calcine, diſſolve, amal- 
gamate, ſmelt, precipitate them, &c. Or 
| when we may not be inclined to proceed 
quite ſo rigorouſly, let us make the ſame 
Eſtimation of 'em, that Leo the Tenth 
made of a Book which a certain Alchymiſt 
dedicated. to him. The Author, pres ry 
expected a conſiderable Gratuity from that 
generous Patron of Arts and good Letters; 
dut what the Pope did, dwindled into an 
empty Purſe, which he made him a Pre- 


ſent of; telling him withal, that ſeeing he | 


Was Maſter of the Art of making Gold, 
he could ſtand in need of nothing more 
then. a Purſe to. 2 it in. 
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Authors in their Dedications, is to 


flatter and ſooth the Vanity of ſome power- 
ful rich Man, whom they have pitch'd up- 
en be their Patron for two important 
Reaſons: The one is, becauſe they expect 
to be rewarded by him for the unmerited 
Praiſes they have ſo laviſhly beſtow'd; and 
5 1 other is, that by the Rank and Figure 


of 
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"ol their Patron, they would endeavour to 
palm themſelves upon the Publick for Per- 
ſons of much mi they 
really are. I think I ſhall hardly be oak | 
ed by the World of either of theſs ſiniſter 


fe” Conſequerice” thi 


Intentions ; becauſe, in the firſt place, I 


am ſo far from Aattering you, that the 
Tract I here preſent you with the Tranſla- 
tion of, was wrote by a _profeſs'd Enemy to 
your Society, on . purpoſe to ridicule and 
explode an eſſential Part of your Science; 
or indeed what he, with the generality of 
the miſtaken World, ſeems to look on as 
the Principal; though-the wiſe and . 

nated Sos © of 2 reg 2 
Parergon. This then will clear me from 


the Imputation of F lattery, which you 


can have no Inducement to be fond of; nor 
do I know how it would be poſſible to be- 


Row it on you. And, in the next place, it 
is not to be thought that abe pitch d up- 


on you for my Patrons, in order to, bo 


. 2 1 25 N * * 5 ” * * * 2 — 
8 If * . 4 Ns ws 1 — 
2 0 FED a, * * 
5 N . 


a good Opinion of my Underſtanding ind 
Abilities among the Scioliſts; becauſe theſe = 


are already ſo prijudiced' againſt, not only 
our Profeſſions, but your ve "Exiſtence, 


hat to go about to indicate the One, Or 
| i the Other, would? be Ae a moſt. 
indubitable Symptom of a diſtem per d Brain 
And yet, notwithſtanding this Diſcourage- 4 

ment, as well «thoſe 10 * diffuſed 
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B&D rearrom 


: - a the! forep egoing Diſſertation,” K 
hereby freely cle that I am exceeding- 8 
ly inclined to believe your Profeſſions to be 
laudable and true, and your Exiſtence to 
be ſure and certain; nay, and what's more, 


that I expect ſome time or other to be both 


better and wiſer for your Elucidations. And 

now, after this Declaration, a clear Stage 
be my Lot; for I ſhall be ſure to meet with = 
-- Quarter. If our Scioliſts or modern Phi- 
| loſophers ſhould have Good-nature enough 
(which; I ſcarce think they have) to pity 


me for embracing What they call a Chi- 


mera, I ſhall in return pity them for think- 
ing it ſuch. On the contrary, if (as is 
moſt likely) their Spleen ſhould abound ſo 


much, as to incite them to rail at me for 
not thinking like them, they will be the 
eateſt Sufferers themſelves, becauſe it's a 


- Diſeaſe they'll never be cured of, and I 
ſhall only pity them ſtill. I am thoroughly | 
convinc'd, tis but a very few that are wor- 

thy of being entruſted with ſo ineſtimable 

a Secret as you are able ta make them Ma- 
ſters of; and, as to myſelf, I ingenuouſly 
own to you, 1 am fo ſenſible of my own. 

Frailties, that I ſincerely wiſh to be more 

perfect, in order to be qualified to know 
more; or, for my own Peace fake, That I. 


had been leſs. 2 Sceptick, and had never ta- 


7 ber the Pains of ſearching, in order to 


know | 
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